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The Governor arrived before the palace just in time to
put to flight 400 nairs who were about to enter and slay the
Portuguese within. He stopped with all his men outside and
sent word to the Marshal that he was waiting. The crowd
was growing every minute, the men had run off to the boats,
the way was long and difficult, and the heat increasing as
the day advanced. He urged the Marshal to return at once.

But D. Fernando was bent on .forcing the Samorin's
treasure house. " Tell him I came without him," he answered
curtly, " and I can return without him!"

Posting six fidalgos to keep his men from chasing after
plunder, Albuquerque went into the palace by himself.
" This is not the time or place for striking attitudes," he
told the young man sternly. " Unless you come away at
once, there will be no escape!" I). Fernando at last yielded
to reason. He asked Albuquerque to go ahead and keep the
men in order while he set fire to the palace and brought up
the rear.

They began to forge their way back to the beach amid
a cloud of smoke and arrows and dust that; made it. difficult
to breathe. The narrow streets were in the shade, but none
the less the noonday heat was overwhelming. The Marshal
and those with him kept shedding armour as they went
along, while the light-footed natives, darting in and out
among the houses, swarmed around like hornets, harassing
them with scimitars and darts. The unhappy D. Fernando
had his foot slashed off from behind, his followers closed
round to protect him, and their enemies surrounded them.
All fought till their arms could lift their swords no longer,
and every one was killed,

Albuquerque, who had just sustained a furious fight
where two roads crossed, heard that the Marshal was in
difficulties and turned back to help, but he arrived too late,
Shortly after he himself was put out of action, with his
left arm pierced to the bone from the shoulder down and a
spear thrust in the neck. He would have shared the Marshal's
fate if the men around him had not acted quickly when he